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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 2/22/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Regarding arguments concerning claims 1 and 16, the Gentry 
reference discloses provisioning of private line service as well as other long-term 
connections, such as DSL (see Gentry, column 4, lines 65-66). The provisioning center 
of the instant application must receive some sort of indication from somewhere that a 
customer wants private line service before initiating such service, as the provisioning 
center would not know on its own which customers desire such service. This is the 
equivalent to the caller in Gentry indicating to the media gateway controller than he 
wants a private line. Sending a first message to said first switch connectable to said 
first line is disclosed in Gentry, figure 4, in the dotted arrow running between elements 
14 and 12, which shows the path of a call initiated by an endpoint 58. Initiation of a 
connection would go from endpoint 58, via media gateway 12, to controller 14, then 
controller 14 would send a message identifying the call to a media gateway 12 in order 
to complete the connection (see column 6, lines 37-43, describing prior art initiation of a 
call, and lines 58-61, describing the function of the virtualizer in the system, which is the 
improvement that Gentry makes over the prior art and does not change the basic call 
setup procedure that reads on applicant's claims). The 35 USC § 103(a) rejections 
below have been changed to reflect applicant's amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6, 9-18, 21, and 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gentry. 

Regarding claim 1, a telecommunications system comprising a provisioning 
center and a first and second switch is disclosed in Gentry, figure 4; the media gateway 
controller is a provisioning center (see column 4, lines 2-4, 30-32, and 37-39), and the 
virtual media gateways are switches connected to various endpoints, or lines. 
Establishing a private line connection between a first and second line is disclosed in 
column 4, line 66. Assigning to a provisioning center, for controlling provisioning of 
private line service, an address of a switching element for receiving and transmitting 
signaling messages from and to a signaling network is disclosed in column 7, line 66- 
column 8, line 1 (the media gateways determine the address of their primary media 
controller; hence, those media gateways are assigned to that media gateway controller). 
Initiating an establishment of said private line connection from said provisioning center 
sending a first message to said first switch connectable to said first line, said first . 
message comprising an identification of said first line is disclosed in Gentry, figure 4, in 
the dotted arrow running between elements 14 and 12, which shows the path of a call 
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initiated by an endpoint 58. Initiation of a connection would go from endpoint 58, via 
media gateway 12, to controller 14, then controller 14 would send a message identifying 
the call to a media gateway 12 in order to complete the connection. See also column 6, 
lines 37-43, describing prior art initiation of a call, and lines 58-61, describing the 
function of the virtualizer in the system, which is the improvement that Gentry makes 
over the prior art and does not change the basic call setup procedure that reads on 
applicant's claims. In said first switch connectable to said first line, identifying a first 
network address for accessing an interswitch network is disclosed in column 7, line 66- 
column 8, line 1. Returning a response message to said provisioning center, said 
response message comprising said first network address, is disclosed in column 8, lines 
13-15. The provisioning center sending a second message to said second switch 
connectable to said second line, said second message comprising an identification of 
said second line is disclosed in column 7, lines 39-41 and column 8, lines 7-10 (the 
virtualizer may be contained in the media gateway; it receives a message, possibly from 
the media gateway controller, identifying a second specific line). Claim 1 further 
specifies that the message further contains the first network address, which is not 
specifically disclosed in Gentry. However, Gentry discloses in column 4, line 66, that its 
method may be used to provide private line services. It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to send the first network address to the 
second switch. The motivation would be to have the second switch know how to find 
the line it is supposed to connect to in order to provide the private line service. The 
second switch selecting a second network address is disclosed in column 7, line 66- 
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column 8, line 1 . Connecting the second line to the second network address, 
connecting the second line to the second network address, and establishing an 
connection over said interswitch network between said first and second network 
addresses is disclosed in column 4, line 66 (in order to have a private line, the two lines 
would have to connect in this way) and column 8, lines 15-10 (the virtualizer contains 
mappings connecting the lines to the various network addresses). 

Regarding claim 16, a telecommunications system comprising a provisioning 
center and a first and second switch is disclosed in Gentry, figure 4; the media gateway 
controller is a provisioning center (see column 4, lines 2-4, 30-32, and 37-39), and the 
virtual media gateways are switches connected to various endpoints, or lines. 
Establishing a private line connection between a first and second line is disclosed in 
column 4, line 66. Means for assigning to a provisioning center, for controlling 
provisioning of private line service, an address of a switching element for receiving and 
transmitting signaling messages from and to a signaling network is disclosed in column 
7, line 66-column 8, line 1 (the media gateways determine the address of their primary 
media controller; hence, those media gateways are assigned to that media gateway 
controller). The provisioning center comprising means for initiating an establishment of 
said private line connection by sending a first message to said first switch connectable 
to said first line, said first message comprising an identification of said first line is 
disclosed in Gentry, figure 4, in the dotted arrow running between elements 14 and 12, 
which shows the path of a call initiated by an endpoint 58. Initiation of a connection 
would go from endpoint 58, via media gateway 12, to controller 14, then controller 14 
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would send a message identifying the call to a media gateway 12 in order to complete 
the connection. See also column 6, lines 37-43, describing prior art initiation of a call, 
and lines 58-61, describing the function of the virtualizer in the system, which is the 
improvement that Gentry makes over the prior art and does not change the basic call 
setup procedure that reads on applicant's claims. In said first switch connectable to 
said first line, means for identifying a first network address for accessing an interswitch 
network is disclosed in column 7, line 66-column 8, line 1 . Means for returning a 
response message to said provisioning center, said response message comprising said 
first network address, is disclosed in column 8, lines 13-15. The provisioning center 
comprising means for sending a second message to said second switch connectable to 
said second line, said second message comprising an identification of said second line 
is disclosed in column 7, lines 39-41 and column 8, lines 7-10 (the virtualizer may be 
contained in the media gateway; it receives a message, possibly from the media 
gateway controller, identifying a second specific line). Claim 1 further specifies that the 
message further contains the first network address, which is not specifically disclosed in 
Gentry. However, Gentry discloses in column 4, line 66, that its method may be used to 
provide private line services. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to send the first network address to the second switch. The 
motivation would be to have the second switch know how to find the line it is supposed 
to connect to in order to provide the private line service. The second switch selecting a 
second network address is disclosed in column 7, line 66-column 8, line 1. Means for 
connecting the second line to the second network address, connecting the second line 
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to the second network address, and establishing an connection over said interswitch 
network between said first and second network addresses is disclosed in column 4, line 
66 (in order to have a private line, the two lines would have to connect in this way) and 
column 8, lines 15-10 (the virtualizer contains mappings connecting the lines to the 
various network addresses). 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, establishing a packet connection over said 
interswitch network, wherein said interswitch network is a packet network, is disclosed 
in figure 1, element 10. 

Regarding claims 3 and 18, establishing an IP connection over said interswitch 
network, wherein said interswitch network is an IP network is disclosed in figure 1, 
element 10. 

Regarding claims 6 and 21, establishing a virtual connection over a virtual path 
packet network wherein said interswitch network is a virtual path private network is 
disclosed in figure 1, element 10 (ATM is a virtual path network). 

Regarding claims 9 and 24, the virtual path packet network being an ATM 
network is disclosed in figure 1, element 10. 

Regarding claims 10 and 25, establishing a circuit connection over said 
interswitch network, wherein said interswitch network is a circuit switched network is 
disclosed in column 5, lines 3-4. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 26, establishing a TDM connection over said 
interswitch network is disclosed in column 5, lines 3-4. 
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Regarding claims 12 and 27, the first and second network addresses being 
addresses for identifying a trunk to said interswitch network is disclosed in column 4, 
lines 57-59. 

Regarding claims 13 and 28, the first message being a SS7 I AM message is not 
specifically disclosed in Gentry. However, Gentry does disclose using its system in an 
SS7 network in column 3, line 62 and column 5, line 39. It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of then invention to use an IAM message. The 
motivation would be to use a common part of the SS7 protocol for signaling. 

Regarding claims 14 and 29, the first message being a SS7 ACM message is not 
specifically disclosed in Gentry. However, Gentry does disclose using its system in an 
SS7 network in column 3, line 62 and column 5, line 39. It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of then invention to use an ACM message. The 
motivation would be to use a common part of the SS7 protocol for signaling. 

Regarding claims 15 and 30, assigning an SS7 Point Code is not specifically 
disclosed in Gentry. However, Gentry does disclose using its system in an SS7 network 
in column 3, line 62 and column 5, line 39. It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of then invention to assign an SS7 Point Code. The motivation would 
be to assign a standard type address using the SS7 protocol. 

3. Claims 4-5, 7-8, 19-20, and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gentry in view of Vuong. 

Regarding claims 4, 7, 19, and 22, sending an IAM message specified by a BICC 
protocol message is missing from Gentry. However, Vuong discloses in column 5, lines 
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26-30, using BICC protocol in an ATM network, such as is disclosed in Gentry, figure 1, 
element 10. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to use BICC lAMs. The motivation would be to use a standard type of 
message in the BICC protocol. 

Regarding claims 5, 8, 20, and 23, returning a message complete message 
specified by a BICC protocol message is missing from Gentry. However, Vuong 
discloses in column 5, lines 26-30, using BICC protocol in an ATM network, such as is 
disclosed in Gentry, figure 1 , element 10. It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to use BICC message compete messages. The 
motivation would be to use a standard type of message in the BICC protocol. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cynthia L Davis whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
31 17. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 6, Monday to Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (703) 272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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